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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Sir: 



Submitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement for consideration in the 
above-identified application. In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 37 C.F.R. 
1.97, and 37 C.F.R. 1.98, Applicants request that a citation and examination of the references 
cited on the enclosed PTO-1449 form be made during the course of examination of the above- 
identified application for United States patent. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.98, copies of any cited 
foreign patent documents and non-patent documents are enclosed. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 



[X] Within three months of filing of a national application; within three months of the 
date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.491 in an 
international application; before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits, or before the mailing of a first Office Action afl;er the filing of a Request 
for Continued Examination. 

[ ] After the period specified above, but before the mailing date of a Final Action 
under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action 
that otherwise closes prosecution in the appUcation and is accompanied by one of: 

[ ] Payment of the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p); or 

[ ] The certification specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e) follows. 

[ ] After the mailing date of a Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of 
Allowance under 37 CFR 1.31 1, or an Action that otherwise closes prosecution in 
the application and is accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) and the 
certification specified in 37 CFR 1. 97(e) follows. 



790997/D/l 



1 



Appl. No. 10/566,285 



[ ] The undersigned counsel for applicant(s) hereby certifies each item of information 
contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was first cited 
in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosiuje Statement. 

[ ] The undersigned counsel for applicant(s) hereby certifies that no item of 
information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
appUcation, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the accompanying Information 
Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) 
more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

[X] A copy of a Search Report from a corresponding foreign patent application is 
enclosed. 

[ ] A check in the amount of $ 180 to cover the required fee is enclosed. 

[ ] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the amount of $180 to cover the 
required fee to Deposit Account No. 02-1818. 

[X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 
be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-1818. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert M. Barrett 
Reg. No. 30,142 
Customer No. 29157 



Dated: November 13, 2006 
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jr ^«maUona1 Application No 
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Mhilnruim documentailon searched <classnicallon system followed by classMcatki 

IPC 7 A23F A23L B65D A23G 


n symbols) 


Docjmentalion searched other than minimum documenlation to the extent that s 


jch documents are Included in the fields searched 



A. CLASSIRCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER , 
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EPO-Internal, FSTA, WPI Data 
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Categoty ' 
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1-19 
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Furttier documents are tided in the continuation of box C- 



ID 



Patent famiiy members are listed In annex. 



*> Special categories of cHed documents : 

■A* docurrtenl defining the general stale of the art which Is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
'E' earlier document but published on or after the international 

tying dale 

■L" document widch may throw doubts on priortty cialm(8) or 
which is died to eaitabBsh the pubUcBtion dale of another 
citation or other special reason (as speclfiBd) 
document refenlng to an oral discfosure. use, exhitAionor 



■P' document published prior to the Intemationai tiling dale bul 
later than the priority date claimed 



*T* later document putJlished after the Intemationat filing date 
or priority dale and not In conflict with the appllcallon but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
Invention 

*X' document oT particular relevance; the clalnned Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an inventive step wtien the document Is talcen alone 

*Y* document of paiticular relevanoe; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to Invoh/e an inventive step when the 
document is combined wilh one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person sWiled 
In the art. 

document member of the sanve patent family 



Date of the actual completbn of the inierrtatlonal search 

13 October 2004 



Date of mailing of the intemationai search report 

22/10/2004 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5816 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rljswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized offlcar 
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